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Koorero a te Tumuaki
The Principal speaks:

Term 1 Ends - 
Friday 11 April

Term 2 Begins - 
Monday 28 April

Board Meeting - 
Tuesday 29 April

Report Evening - 
Tuesday 6 May and

Thursday 8 May

Co Req Exams - 
Monday 19 May to

Wednesday 21 May

Kings Birthday 
(Public Holiday) - 

Monday 2 June

Matariki (Public Holiday) -
Friday 20 June

Staff Only Day - 
Monday 23 June

Term 2 Ends - 
Friday 27 June

SEE THE BACK PAGE FOR
AN INDICATIVE TERM 2

CALENDAR FOR 2025

Kia ora koutou katoa. Nau mai haere mai ki tenei panui marama!

We are into the final weeks of Term 1 and before we know it, we will be starting
Term 2! A massive well done to the students that represented our kura at the
Waka Ama Nationals in Rotorua last week! They achieved some spectacular
results and we have received positive feedback about representing our school
well.

Next term our winter sports codes will kick off and we wish all our students
representing the school in these the very best! In this e-Bulletin is information
around sports, how we expect our students and spectators to behave and fair
play. Please make sure you read this and adhere to it. 

A massive thank you to those who have volunteered as coaches and managers
this year. Our sports teams can’t happen without your time, dedication and
effort and we greatly appreciate it. As the school grows and we have more
students we have more sports teams and need more volunteer
coaches/managers to make these teams a reality. If this is something you think
you might be interested in please email the Sports Co-ordinator on
a.taua@tuakaucollege.com or keep this in mind for the start of next year when
we call for coaches/managers volunteers.

CONTINUED INSIDE. . . 

EVENTS
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In Māori mythology,
Tāwhirimātea is the god of

weather, including
thunder and lightning,

wind, clouds and storms.

Tāwhirimātea
Yellow House
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Kaupapa ka whai ake

UPCOMING

P A G E  1
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'THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKS' CONTINUED. . . 

. . . Earlier this month we had a new electronic sign installed at our Buckland
Road entrance to the school. This is awesome and is a great way to share
information to our community. This new sign is partly the result of a kind ex-
student who sponsored half of the cost of the electronic sign (following our
Golden Jubilee last year). We are very thankful for this generosity!

I ask for parents/caregivers help to please remind your children not to trespass
on other peoples property if they are walking to school. If they do so then
residents have the right to take action/report it, as it is trespassing. The Police
have been contacted and are aware. Children also need to be aware that they
are putting themselves in danger by doing this as they don’t know what is on
the other side of a fence (eg. a dog), Please, remind your children to not
trespass and stick to the footpaths. We don’t want to have to contact
parents/caregivers about complaints from members of the public about
students in uniform trespassing.  

A friendly reminder about acceptable language at Tuakau College. We do not
tolerate racial slurs, swearing at staff members or other students, etc. We
expect respect from all students in this aspect. We want our students to do
the very best in all things, and the use of unacceptable language at our kura is
not a good foundation for life/work/etc. after students have completed their
schooling. 

Mr Chris Betty (Tumuaki/Principal)

At our kura we have four school values and we focus on one value each term of the year. These values
are an integral part of our school and we want all of our students to display them in their day to day life, not
only at school but also outside of school.

In Term Two we focus on 'Ngākau Tapatahi - Integrity.' Having integrity means that you live in accordance to
your deepest values, you're honest with everyone, and you always keep your word. Integrity is a highly valued
trait, especially in leaders. Integrity often means refraining from sharing secrets with others, avoiding gossiping
about others, following through on promises you make and admitting when you are wrong.

Term 2 School Value
Wāhanga 2 Kura Uara

On the back page of this e-Bulletin is an indicative Term 2 calendar. I would suggest printing this out and keeping
it handy to look at for key dates and also 'days' of the timetable. The 'day' of the timetable is also posted on our
‘Week Ahead’ which is shared on our social media (Facebook and Instagram) pages on a Sunday before each week.

This is the last e-Bulletin before the holidays, so please enjoy your holiday break and we look forward to all the
students returning in April for Term 2. At the start of next term we have Cross Country and we look forward to
seeing kids earn some valuable points for their house. Information about this will be published closer to the time. 
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On Friday 28 February we had our 2025 Athletics Day and it was an awesome day with lots of records broken and
plenty of smiles as students participated! The house points were extremely close this year and congratulations to
Tangaroa who came first with 1487 points! Ruaumoko placed a close second with 1470 points, Tawhirimatea placed third
with 1407 points and Tane Mahuta placed fourth with 1326 points! 

Records broken this year were:

Braxton Fletcher: Year 8 Boys - Javelin (27.99m) and Shotput (12.22m)
Elroy Vandepitte: Year 8 Boys - 100m (12.62) and 200m (27.00)
Mamatu Rae: Year 7 Girls - Javelin (8.96m)
Tiana Paparoa: Year 8 Girls - Javelin (18.21m)
Amelia Hibberd: Junior Girls - Javelin (16.50m)
Nooroa Rae: Junior Boys - Javelin (23.10m)

Age group results were as follows:

Well done to all the students who participated. To see all photos please visit the Tuakau College Facebook page. 
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athletics day 2o25
Te Ra Whakataetae 2025

Year 7 Boys
1st - John Bovill

Year 7 Girls
1st - Courtney Labuschange

Year 8 Boys
1st - Elroy Vandepitte

Year 8 Girls
1st - Honor Davies

Junior Boys
1st - Pukereia Kidwell

Junior Girls
1st - Natacha Moshiem

Intermediate Boys
1st - Cooper Lovatt

Intermediate Girls
1st - Danielle Claridge

Senior Boys
1st - Strummer Archer

Senior Girls
1st - Lauren Rowsell



E - B U L L E T I N  •  I S S U E  3  •  V O L U M E  4

P A G E  4

Endorsement Assembly
Huihuinga Whakamana

On Thursday 20 March we celebrated our students that received Endorsements in NZQA in 2024 at an
Endorsement Assembly! An outstanding effort from these students and great role models for our younger students to
look up to! To see more photos please visit the Tuakau College Facebook page.
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Waka Ama Nationals 2025
Waka Ama Nationals 2025

Tuakau, ki te hoe! To all our students who participated in the New Zealand Secondary Schools Waka Ama
Nationals at Lake Tikitapu in Rotorua last week, we commend you for your outstanding efforts in
representing our kura and your whānau . Your dedication and sportsmanship were truly inspiring. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our esteemed coaches, Whaea Ani and Matua Mahaki Albert. Your
unwavering commitment, expertise, and passion have been instrumental in guiding our rangatahi throughout
this journey. Your contributions are deeply appreciated. 

A special acknowledgment to our Haapai o Muri, Whaea Katt Jackson, and her team from Raukura Hauora o
Tainui. Your ongoing support and care for all our teams were invaluable. We sincerely appreciate the mahi and
aroha you demonstrated throughout the competition. 

We also express our appreciation to our local club, Ngā Kaihoe o Te Puaha, and our iwi, Waikato-Tainui, for their
generosity in providing additional equipment. Your support ensured the safety and preparedness of our students,
enabling them to compete to the best of their abilities. ‘Ko aapoopoo te take!’ 

To all the whaanau who travelled to Lake Tikitapu to support their tamariki, we extend our sincerest thanks. Your
presence and encouragement were invaluable. 

Our results were: 
U16 Boys W1 250m – Te Takere Final: 7th place (congratulations to Kingdom Taane)
U16 Mixed W12 250m – Te Ihu Semi-final
U16 Boys W6 500m (turns) – Silver in Te Kei Final; Te Takere Semi-finals W6 250m
U16 Girls W6 500m (turns) – Te Kei Semi-finals
U19 Boys W6 250m – Te Tākere Final; Te Takere Semi-finals W6 500m (turns) 
U19 Girls W6 250m – Gold in Te Kei Final; Te Takere Semi-final
U19 Mixed W6 250m – Te Ihu Semi-final 

This competition has provided significant learning opportunities for our rangatahi, both on and off the water. Our
students have developed a deep passion for Waka Ama, and we strongly encourage them to continue paddling
with our local club to further enhance their personal growth and competitive experience. 

We look forward to 2026 with great anticipation!
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Next term our winter sports codes will kick off and we wish all our students representing the school in these
the very best! It makes us proud to see our students working in a team and collaborating while supporting each
other to get the results they desire. A friendly reminder that students are representing our school in school uniform
kit and therefore we expect a good behaviour and sportsmanship in every aspect of the sport - whether it be games,
trainings, travelling to trainings, etc. 

Another friendly reminder that when games are held on school grounds the school rules still apply to everyone on
the grounds and therefore this means no smoking/vaping, no dogs or animals on site, etc. 

We love to see whaanau there supporting our students and encouraging them and we know it means the world to
your children when you are there watching them. They are however, only children, and so we ask that spectators are
considerate of this and kind and respectful. 

We say a massive thank you to all those who volunteer as referees/umpires for sports as we know that games cannot
go ahead without them and we ask that students and spectators alike are respectful of them also. Thank you also to
the parents/caregivers/members of community that step up and dedicate their time for our students as coaches,
managers, etc. Thank you so much for this as it couldn’t happen without you!

Earlier this month a Sports Handbook was emailed out to all parents/caregivers and we ask that you please read
over this with your students so that they are aware of the schools expectations around sport. As stated in this
handbook, it is expected that students will:

Attend all timetabled classes.
Expected to have no more than 5% unjustified absences.
Meet homework and assessment deadlines.
Wear the uniform correctly, at all times.
Attend all practices/trainings and communicate with the adult in charge if unable to attend.
Follow the Fair Play Rules, if playing sport.
Pay for the activity (or make arrangements for regular payments) before the activity begins unless otherwise
stated.
Understand that curriculum work and school detentions take priority over extra-curricular activities.
If a student is suspended or stood-down from school then they may not participate in the school activity and/or
practice during the suspension and stand-down time. Discussion will be had regarding future participation at
the return meeting with senior management. 

By following the above criteria students can enjoy activities and be successful in all areas of their education. In
cases where students do not meet the above standards, a student may be withdrawn from an activity. This may
include practices and/or competitions for one or a number of weeks. This will occur after
senior management have informed students and parents/caregivers have been notified. 
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Sports and Fair Play
Taakaro me te takaro tika

Relay for Life students wow with funds raised
Ko nga tauira Relay For Life ka aue me nga moni kua kohia

On Saturday 29 March, a group of students, a few eager parents, Mrs Buttery and Mrs Welch ventured down to
Hamilton for the day to compete in the Waikato Relay 4 Life! A lot laps were walked in the 12hr Relay (and a few
marathons by individuals). It was a very rewarding day supporting The Cancer Society, an organisation who has
supported many of our whaanau over the years. We are pleased to have raised over $4000 and would like to thank
everyone who donated to our team.
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Students learn about protecting the Waikato River at workshop
Ka ako nga tauira ki te tiaki i te awa o Waikato ki te awheawhe

On 19 March our 7R and 8R classes attended an all day workshop at Les Batkin Reserve in Tuakau, down at our
Waikato awa! The event was run by Waikato District Council and Waikato Regional Council and our students, along with
other local schools, learned about ways to protect our precious resource! Awesome knowledge for our tamariki!

Seasons for Growth
Nga Kaupeka mo te Tipu

Seasons For Growth is a grief, loss and change Programme for children dealing with challenges in their lives (e.g
separation, divorce, death, other family changes). Their Afterschool Programme starts next term, held in Pukekohe
and runs once a week over 8 weeks. An optional Parent Programme also runs at the same time. For enquiries or
enrolments please phone/text Marisa Skilton 021 142 5812, office (09) 238 7228, or email seasonsfranklin@xtra.co.nz. For
more info please go to www.pukekohecommunityaction.co.nz/seasons

mailto:seasonsfranklin@xtra.co.nz
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.pukekohecommunityaction.co.nz_seasons&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=0FTviQwfqr2-4NH_Wl8TdfnrvWaIIpfaQbBirbvW9u4&m=06ohJykRFwcoiezURp3SK9W6tWdMd_LsOPxE2XRRUn3EPHEGOIDh1swIxwjvbm_s&s=7QOXr8WTtMrvm_lE24akqIHHukyRYUDf9s1R2SznCfM&e=
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Franklin Schools Careers Expo
Franklin Schools Careers Expo

Earlier this month was the Franklin Schools Careers Expo, at the Pukekohe Indian Association Hall. This event,
organised and run by the careers teams at a group of local high schools, is a great way for students to explore options for
their future after high school. A special well done to Courtenay Fah, who won a prize hamper from the event! 

Colour Festival (Holi)
Huihuinga Tae (Holi)

On 14 March we celebrated the Colour Festival (Holi), a joyful event symbolizing unity,
happiness, and the triumph of good over evil. Holi marks the arrival of spring and is associated
with several legends, including the story of Prahlad and Holika, where good triumphed over evil.
Another tale linked to Holi is the story of Radha and Krishna. According to legend, the young Lord
Krishna, who had a darker complexion, was worried that his beloved Radha, who was fair-skinned,
might not accept him. His mother playfully suggested that he apply colour to Radha’s face, and
when he did, it created a bond of love and unity. This tradition continues today, as people throw
colours on one another to celebrate love, joy, and equality.

The message behind celebrations are to come together, practice forgiveness, and bridge
disparities by putting everyone under the same colour — a reminder that despite our cultural
differences, we are all one. Another key part of Holi is the tradition of sharing sweets, which
represents spreading joy, strengthening relationships, and fostering a sense of togetherness.



E - B U L L E T I N  •  I S S U E  3  •  V O L U M E  4

P A G E  9

Round The Bays 2025
Rauna i Te Moana 2025

On Sunday 2 March some of our students and staff competed in the Round The Bays competition in Auckland!
Tuakau College took 26 students and 5 teachers to Round The Bays, New Zealand’s largest and most inclusive running
event. They had a great day running, jogging and walking the course from Spark Arena to St Heliers.

Thanks to Round the Bays for providing free entry for the school team, and for the teachers and students for their
awesome participation! You can look up the results at www.roundthebays.co.nz/results if you want to see your time. For
all other students, you might be inspired to join the team next year! 

We have seen an increase in the amount of strep throat and respiratory illnesses in the last few weeks. Please

keep your children home if they are unwell. A friendly reminder on reducing the spread of these sorts of illnesses -

students shouldn’t be sharing drink bottles and food, students should be covering their mouth when coughing and

students should be washing their hands. We are able to do throat swabs for students in the health clinic and treat for

strep throat if appropriate.

We are still having some hot days and want to remind students to please stay hydrated! If possible please send a drink

bottle to school with your child to help support this.

An email was also sent out to parents/caregivers last week to notify you that, as you may be aware, whooping cough has

hit the local community and we have had a possible case of whooping cough at our school. As the student may have

been attending school while infectious, we need to notify you as parents/caregivers to alert you to the signs of whooping

cough and the next steps if you suspect you/your child has been infected. Attached to that email was a PDF from Te

Whatu Ora with helpful information regarding this. 

HEALTH CENTRE
Tari Hauora

Tuakau College School Nurses

Phone: 09 236 8521 ext 119
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Coaching Course for our students
Akoranga Whakangungu mo a tatou tauira

Coaches are becoming increasingly rare to find, which means we must look within our own school communities
to discover and nurture those students with leadership potential, inspiring them to transition into coaching roles!
This is where the Community Leisure Management team steps in, offering a student coaching course in the south area!
Tuakau College sent 15 students to this course, hoping to ignite their passion for coaching the sports they love!

The day kicked off with a solid foundation in theory, focusing on coaching ideologies and best practices—valuable
knowledge that these students can take away and apply. They were then encouraged to develop their own coaching
plans! In the afternoon, students had the fantastic opportunity to learn from key organizations like Counties Manukau
Rugby, Northern Regions Football, Franklin Basketball and Netball Manurewa, who facilitated hands-on sessions to
deepen their understanding!  The students even had the chance to put their newfound knowledge into action by
delivering parts of their own training plans! It was an inspiring day filled with learning and growth, and we’re excited to
see our students put their coaching hats on and take the lead in guiding our sports teams for the 2025 season!

Franklin Year 7&8 Swimming Championships
Franklin Tau 7&8 Whakataetae Kauhoe

Tuakau College had seven students represent our kura at the Franklin Year 7&8 Swimming Championships event!
Well done to Ella McMillan, Pippa Missen, Isabella Hawkes, Lexie Pope, Rhys Campbell-Cox, Ethan Norris and Mauriora
Preston! The team competed in several competitive events and well done to the three students who qualified for the
Auckland Swimming Championships for Year 7&8! Those students were Lexie Pope (50m Breastroke), Rhys Campbell-Cox
(50m Butterfly) and Pippa Missen (50m Backstroke)! The relay was a highlight and we finished fourth overall for both the
Year 8 Girls & Boys division!
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Mountain Biking Champs
Nga Toa Paihikara Maunga

This month we had a group of students represent our school at the Waikato/BOP cross country mountain biking
champs! Well done to Eleanor Williams (Year 8 ), Blake Peden (Year 8 ) and Lucas Nixon (U15 Boys) who all did 3 laps
Well done also to Sebastian Williams (U17 Boys) and Harrison Tregurtha (U17 Boys) who did 5 laps! Great work! 

Cassius shines at Tag Tournaments
Ka whiti a Cassius i nga Tauwhainga Tag

Congratulations to Cassius Luu (Year 10 student) who represented New Zealand Invitational U15’s Boys at a three
day Oceania Tag Tournament earlier this month at Bruce Pulman Park, and the team came first! 2025 Touch Youth
Nationals - Cassius represented Counties Manukau Touch U16’s Mixed team for a three day Tournament at Bruce Pulman
Park 2025 Whakatane Touch Tournament - this is the biggest and most competitive club touch tournament in NZ!
Cassius's team came second in the open men's restricted grade!  Cassius was named prodigy player of the club!

At the end of 2024 Cassius also played for Counties Manukau Touch U16’s Boys at the Quad Series Tournament in West
Auckland. He played alongside Terrence-joseph Cash (Year 10 student), Jaylan Whiunui-Manukau (Year 10 student) and Te
Aho Kihi-Hira (Year 10 student)!  Cassius received the MVP award. Awesome work! 
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Auckland Secondary Schools Athletics Champs
Nga Toa Whakataetae mo nga Kura Tuarua o Tamaki Makaurau

Congratulations to Braxton Fletcher (Year 8 student) who represented our school at Auckland Secondary Schools
Athletics Champs on Tuesday 18 March! Braxton claimed second in the Javelin and fourth in the Discus! 
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Senior Boys Volleyball
Franklin Tau 7&8 Whakataetae Kauhoe

The Senior Boys Volleyball team has wrapped up their season in the College Sports Southern Boys Pool 2 Division,
where they competed every Thursday night for six weeks! While they finished fifth in their grade, the team felt that
the results didn’t fully reflect the dedication and hard work they’ve put into their training throughout the season! 

Recently the team also participated in the College Sports Championships Volleyball Competition, competing in the
Division 4 grade. With some truly dynamic players on the team, they showcased their skills at various points during the
games! The competition was intense, with thrillingly close matches and long, exciting rallies. The team ended up
finishing third overall in the Division 4 Championships—a fantastic achievement! 

Now, they’re taking a well-deserved break after an intense season. A huge thank you to Coach Warena Wihapi for his
unwavering dedication, time, and effort throughout the off-season to help the team reach their goals!  Well done, team!
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As a community we are becoming increasingly aware of the effects that too much screen time and
time on social media platforms are having on our youth. Studies have shown that the increase of
mental health issues are linked to social media and online forums.

Other risks to be aware of are that they can limit a child’s ability to develop optimally, can lead to
childhood obesity, poor language development, sleep disorders, other mental health conditions, online
grooming, child pornography and exposure to inappropriate content.

As your education provider we have been supported by the new government laws of no phones at school to
try to mitigate the rise of these issues within school hours. However, it is a community issue and one that
we need to collaborate on to get the best results for our tamariki. Therefore, we would like to request that
as a community we take on the responsibility of implementing some boundaries around phone and device
usage at home to assist in keeping our Tamariki as safe as we can.

Boundaries around technology will be different for every household and have to be ones that you, as
whaanau, can be consistent with.

Below are some links for parents and caregivers to access information on guidelines on phone use and
screen times, depending on age and stage of our tamariki. These links include information on how to best
keep our young people safe online as well as outline some of the risks and pressures that our students are
facing on social media and their devices.

https://netsafe.org.nz/parents-and-caregivers https://www.dia.govt.nz/Social-media-platforms

Also attached are some apps that can be used by parents/caregivers to monitor our tamariki and help to
keep them safe.

*Family link app - through Google, where you can set time and app limits. Qustodio App Free -
www.qustodio.com/en/

Being a responsible social media user
Te noho hei kaiwhakamahi pāpāho pāpori whai mana

We understand that the traffic congestion outside schools in the morning and afternoon peak times is
frustrating. Not only that, but illegal parking puts our children at risk. We need you as our parents/caregivers to be
considerate and be ‘road safe’ around our kura, for the safety of not only our students but also yourselves. 

It is important that students wait in the designated bus bay area where it is safe for them to do so. It is also important
they wait until the bus has stopped and the door has opened before getting on the bus. We have staff out in the bus bay
scanning students on and off the bus so students are unable to get on the bus before they have been scanned.

We ask that parents/caregivers stick to the speed limit outside the school. We are aware that during school pick up time
the area around both entrances to the school is extremely congested. We ask that, where and if possible, you consider
collecting your child slightly after 3:15pm (eg. maybe 3:30pm) as this might help ease the congestion of every
parent/caregiver turning up at exactly 3:15pm. Please be aware that the school buses are larger than cars and need extra
space to turn. etc. so please be respectful and understanding of this as our children leave the school in the buses.

Please remember, it is ILLEGAL to park where there are yellow lines. If the Council checks parking around the school, you
will be fined for parking where there are yellow lines. Please DO NOT park across driveways and block access to peoples
houses. This is not acceptable and we ask for your co-operation in this. 

A reminder that all students who walk to or from school MUST use public footpaths. DO NOT cut through private
property as it is a health and safety issue and you are trespassing. If owners of private property see you
trespassing they are within their rights to take action and report it to the Police. No students are to cut through
the farm next to the school (there can be bulls/stock in this paddock).

We appreciate your understanding and co-operation as we work together to keep our tamariki safe. 

Road Safety around Schools
Te haumaru huarahi huri noa i nga kura
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WaterBoy are a Waikato-based children's charity who work alongside local sponsors to ensure that no Waikato
kids miss out on the opportunity of playing sports. All proceeds from the colour run go towards helping Waikato kids

to participate in sports. It is their goal to put on a fun, family-friendly community event where people from all
walks of life, ages and stages can come together, get active, enjoy local food and entertainment and have

fun with family and friends whilst raising funds for a well-worthy charity.

WaterBoy are also working alongside the School Fun Run fundraising scheme. This allows for all of the children who are
participating in our Piako Colour Fest event to do their own fundraising for The WaterBoy and to be rewarded with

awesome prizes for their efforts. School Fun Run are an incredible organisation who work alongside
schools and charities to help with their fundraising for important projects and causes.

All of the information for the event is in the above poster as well as on the "Piako Colour Fest" Facebook event page, 
and on "Humanitix - Piako Colour Fest,” which is linked with the QR code on the poster.
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