
This month our school has faced tragic circumstances with the loss of one of
our students and our thoughts, prayers and aroha are with the family,
extended whaanau and friends constantly.

We are at the end of May and halfway through the second term already! Winter is
upon us and I know that this means lots of rainy days and unpredictable weather.
Along with winter come the ills and chills. Please, if your child is sick make sure
you keep them at home otherwise they will only turn up to school to be sent
home again by the school Nurse. 

We ask that students continue to wear the appropriate uniform. Sweatshirts,
beanies, etc are not Tuakau College uniform and we insist that students do not
wear these. We do understand that some days will get very cool and request that
parents and caregivers purchase the right uniform, to ensure the students are
wearing the correct uniform. The jackets are warm and students can wear warm
undergarments as well (as long as they can’t be seen).

It's been awesome to see the winter sports season kick off and great to see
students representing our kura with pride. Results and some photos can be seen
inside this e-Bulletin!

We are halfway through the year and busy planning for 2025. The process for
enrolment begins shortly and online enrolment applications for next year will
open soon on our website (www.tuakaucollege.com/enrolment). If you know of
families that may want to enrol at Tuakau College please tell them to keep an eye
on our website and Facebook/Instagram pages for enrolment updates.

CONTINUED INSIDE. . .

Staff Only Day - 
Friday 31 May

Kings Birthday
(Public Holiday) -

Monday 3 June

Staff Only Day - 
Tuesday 4 June

School Ball - 
Saturday 8 June

Teams Photos - 
Friday 14 June

Cross Country - 
Tuesday 18 June

Board Meeting -
Tuesday 25 June

Matariki
(Public Holiday) - 

Friday 28 June

Term 2 Ends - 
Friday 5 July

SEE BACK PAGE FOR A
FULL CALENDAR OF
SCHEDULED EVENTS
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In Māori mythology, Tāne
(also called Tāne-mahuta) is
the god of forests and birds.

Tane Mahuta stands tall
and strong!

Tane Mahuta
Green House

Take Waaheke
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Winter Sports updates inside!
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I would like to give a special shout out to all of our students that abide by and respect the school rules.
Rules are put in place for students safety and so everyone can enjoy school in a respectable environment.
Sometimes rules aren't always fun to follow as children, and we understand that, but right through life there
will be rules, even in the workplace/universities/tertiary education/etc. A massive thank you to all of our
students that work together with us by abiding by the rules.

Our motto is ‘pai rawa atu i nga mea katoa, the very best in all things’ and that is what we want for each of
our students. Please, if your child is having any issues/problems/concerns at school let someone at the
school know so that we can try to help. We have to know to be able to support your child/children and you
as parents/caregivers. We ask that you, as parents/caregivers, also please keep communicating with your
children and listen to what they are telling you. We all, as a community, need to be there cohesively for our
tamariki. It takes a village. 

This weekend is a ‘long weekend’ for our students as we have a Staff Only Day today, a public holiday (Kings
Birthday) on Monday 3 June and a Staff Only Day on Tuesday 4 June. The school is closed for instruction to
students today for one of the Staff Only Day's that the Ministry of Education has given for dedicated time for
staff to engage with the significant changes across the integrated Curriculum and Assessment Change
Programme within Te Poutahu. The school will be closed for instruction to students on Tuesday 4 June for a
Staff Only Day that is a ‘Kaahui Ako’ Staff Only Day involving professional development for a number of
schools across the district all together. As the Principal cannot provide adequate supervision for students on
these dates, the Board would appreciate parents/caregivers making alternative arrangements for their
child/children. 

The Franklin Transport Network Group, which provides schools buses for Tuakau College, have been working
very hard to rationalise bus runs and provide a service that is appropriate for all the schools in the network.
They have had to do this because of the funding changes and the determination of eligibility of students by
the Ministry of Education, as per previous correspondence regarding this. The Franklin Transport Network
Group have managed to do this but unfortunately our present bus provider (Ritchie’s) is not ready for these
changes due to commercial issues. In this light, and after reviewing the budget, the Franklin Transport
Network Group has decided to postpone any changes to the network group buses until the beginning of
Term 3, which is a 7 week reprieve. So, on the 5th of June the Franklin Transport Network Group school
buses will run as per normal until the end of term. 

The only exception to this is the Pukekohe bus, which has stopped and no longer operates. Its last run was
yesterday. All students that need to get to school and back from Pukekohe will need to use the public
transport BUSIT bus, as per previous correspondence. They can access this from the Buckland Street
entrance to the college. We appreciate your understanding and patience in this matter.

A reminder that physical violence is totally unacceptable at Tuakau College. We have some students that
continue to use physical violence to try and resolve issues and this is totally unacceptable. The Tuakau
College Board take a hard line on this and this has been reiterated in school assemblies, where students
have been told that using physical violence to solve issues will have serious consequences. The Board will
continue to ensure this is a safe place and will continue to exclude or suspend students if they do not
adhere to the warnings around the use of physical violence. Students that are recording incidences and/or
sharing recordings on social media are just as bad as those using physical violence and they too will be
dealt with. The Board wants to reassure the community that they will continue to ensure this is a safe place
for our tamariki. Enjoy your long weekend!

Mr Chris Betty
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Koorero a te Tumuaki Haere tonu. . . 
The Principal speaks continued. . . 
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Pink Shirt Day 2024
Ra Hate Mawhero 2024

On Friday 17 May we celebrated Pink Shirt Day and it was great to see students and staff wearing pink in support
of this! Pink Shirt Day is about working together to stop bullying by celebrating diversity and promoting kindness and
inclusiveness. Pink Shirt Day is the day Aotearoa comes together to take a stand against bullying. The Mental Health
Foundation of New Zealand (MHFNZ) has run the campaign since 2012, inspiring tangata to Kōrero Mai, Kōrero Atu, Mauri
Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak Up, Stand Together, Stop Bullying! 

A highlight of the day was the lovely ‘Compliment Cards’ that students/staff had written for other students/staff earlier in
the week, that were delivered to students/staff in classrooms on the morning of Friday 17 May. It was awesome to see our
students and staff sharing so many positive and encouraging messages with each other, and the smiles they put on
people’s faces! 

Monday 13 - Friday 17 May was also Support Staff appreciation week and we want to say a massive thank you to all of our
support staff! Support staff are the cogs in the engine that keep schools running and their skills are invaluable! Thank you
to all our support staff - you’re awesome and we appreciate all your mahi!
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‘Friends of Tuakau College’ (PTA) Frozen Pies and Savouries
'E hoa o te Kaareti o Tuakau' (PTA) Pai me te Haoa

'Friends of Tuakau College' (PTA) are selling delicious Kai Pai Pies and Savouries to help fundraise towards
purchasing shade sails to provide shady areas for our students. Outdoor play has huge mental and physical benefits
for our young people, providing them with an enhanced space will be wonderful for our current and future students! We
would really appreciate your support in this!

How will this fundraiser work? ‘Friends of Tuakau College’ have chosen to run a Go Raise It online Frozen Pies and
Savouries fundraiser. There is a great range of flavours to choose from, fill your freezer with these yummy award-winning
pies and savouries just in time for the colder months.

By running the product sales campaign online, it makes it super easy for everyone - no more door knocking, your family
can fundraise from home - no need to worry about handling all that cash and keeping track of orders. You simply sign up
on the fundraising website, share the link with family and friends and they can arrange to collect their products from
you at the end of the fundraiser. Families can either order through the link below, or they can make their own
fundraising post to share using the QR code. More information on the different types of pies/savouries available and the
pick up date can be found at the link to order below.

Link to order: https://tuakaucollegepies.raiseit.co.nz/tuakaucollege

Link to set up a fundraising page: https://tuakaucollegepies.raiseit.co.nz/

If you have any questions regarding this fundraiser please email friendsoftuakaucollege@gmail.com

mailto:friendsoftuakaucollege@gmail.com
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Year 12 Outdoor Education Trip to Vector Wero White Water Park
Tau 12 Haerenga Whakaakoranga o waho ki Vector Wero White Water Park

On Monday 29 April, our Year 12 Outdoor Education students went to Vector Wero White Water Park to
demonstrate risk management strategies in river crossing and white water rafting!  They had a great day and the
students learnt a lot! 

Year 13 Outdoor Education Tramp at Lake Tarawera
Tau 13 Whakaakoranga o-waho ki te Roto o Tarawera

From the 7 - 10 May our Year 13 Outdoor Education students went on a tramp at Lake Tarawera! 
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Lomé Strydom’s swimming success
Ko te angitu kauhoe a Lomé Strydom

Congratulations to Lomé Strydom (Year 11 student) who competed at the 2024 Appolo Project Division II
Swimming Competition in Hamilton this month! Lomé went with nine qualifying times and she made eight finals with
four podium placings!  She made some great PB's in all the events swum, making qualifying times for New Zealand
Secondary School Swimming Championships as well as the New Zealand Short Course Championships later this year! 

Lomé also competed, representing Tuakau College, in the Secondary School Openwater Championship at Mount
Maunganui over the Easter break, swimming the 1250m event in a time of 00:20:22 securing a third place in the female 15
year division!  Overall she placed 18th out of of 82 finishers! Awesome work Lomé! 

Dancers shine at New Zealand competiton
Ka whiti nga kaihaka ki te whakataetae o Aotearoa

Congratulations to Sam Brown (Year 10 student) and Wil Ryan (ex-Head Student) who, through the Groovit
Studio, have placed second at the recent HHI New Zealand competition and are now eligible to travel to Phoenix
(Arizona) in August to compete at the Hip Hop International competition and represent New Zealand!  Sam is in
two crews (KODAK and 21twenty) and Wil is also in two crews (TBIRDS and 21twenty). Amber-Serene Burnett (Year 11
student) also competed in the HHI New Zealand competition under Groovit and her crew, Kurfew, placed second!
Amber-Serene also competed in the HHU last weekend in Wellington and Kurfew took first place in their division!  These
are huge achievements from hours of practice and dedication! 
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Imagine a world where a simple smile, a kind word, or a moment of understanding can set off a cascade of
positive change. Like a ripple effect - where a small, seemingly insignificant action can snowball into something
truly monumental. When we are kind, we inspire others to be kind, and it creates a ripple effect that spreads
outwards. Just as a pebble creates waves when it is dropped in a pond, acts of kindness ripple outwards, touching
others lives and inspiring kindness everywhere the wave goes.

Research has shown that people who witness kind acts are often motivated to perform a kind act themselves. There
is a ripple effect with kindness, but the difference being that instead of spreading emotions such as fear and anger,
these ripple effects spread emotions such as love and compassion. You may notice it yourself when you see other
people being kind, and you’re inspired to do something kind as well. One simple act of kindness could affect
hundreds if not thousands of people in the same way as an act of aggression or anger can do.

There is a saying that the best way to change the world is one person at a time, which of course means talking to an
awful lot of people. But if we can set the dominoes in motion by starting a ripple of kindness then that one person
we affect will go on to affect others. Before long we have numerous ripples branching out in all directions.

These acts can be as simple as paying someone a compliment, allowing someone out in front of you when driving.
Smiling or chatting to some who is having a bad day can in a moment totally change the dynamic. The best thing is
all these gestures are free, and yet they can summon up all the happy chemicals they make us feel good about life.

So, when faced with a choice between being kind or oppressive, that choice can have far reaching consequences, far
beyond the person who it is aimed at. That means every day, every one of us has a chance to influence our world and
if enough people choose kindness then it could tip the balance away from a world of continual conflict to one of
mutual co-operation. We all have that power within us.

Acts of kindness have been found to boost feelings of well-being, increase our support networks, and even lead to
positive changes in the brain associated with happiness. But the benefits of kindness go beyond personal well-being.
They create a sense of belonging, reduce isolation, and strengthen social connections. Acts of kindness help us make
new friends, connect with our communities, and combat loneliness. Kindness also provides a different perspective
on life, fostering feelings of happiness, optimism, and satisfaction.

It’s also really important to be kind to yourself. The way we treat ourselves carries over to how we treat others. So, for
example, if you’re happy, well-rested, and at peace with yourself, you’re more likely to be patient, giving, and kinder
to others. Practicing self-care, self-compassion, and self-love means accepting ourselves for who we are, recognizing
that mistakes don’t define us, and doing things that will benefit our mental and physical health. When we value and
take care of ourselves, we’re in a better position to do the same for others.

Let’s all do our bit in adding to the ripple effect of kindness - in our whaanau’s, in our school, in our community and
in our world.
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The Ripple Effect of kindness
Te hua ripple o te atawhai

Some information taken from *https://www.thepositivepsychologypeople.com/the-ripple-effect-of-kindness/

Samoan Language Week
Te Wiki o te Reo Hamoa

The 2024 theme for Samoa Language Week was 'Tautua i le alofa, manuia le
lumana’i – Serve in love for a blessed future.’ This year’s theme was prepared by
SAASIA – The Association of Aoga Amata (Samoan early childhood centres) in New
Zealand. It focuses on tautua (service) and aims to clearly express the significance of
service that is founded on love – “Love is the driving force of service. No matter what
service looks like or who is doing it, service is accomplished through the power of love. 

SAASIA further elaborates on this theme, affirming that maintaining the Samoan
language is also achieved through service - through the Samoan values of alofa (love),
fa’aaloalo (respect), and especially in the vā fealoa’i (respectful relationships) that guide
and protect Samoan people. Service begins in the family and continues in schools,
villages, churches, communities, and wherever Samoan people are. The ongoing
mission, therefore, is the collective preservation of language and identity for Samoan
children into the future.
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1st XV Team:
Manurewa College 2nd XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 22-5 to Tuakau College/OAS
Papakura High School 1st XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 12-5 to Papakura High School

U15's Team:
Te Kauwhata College U15's vs Tuakau College/OAS: 49-0 to Tuakau College/OAS
Pukekohe High School U15's vs Tuakau College/OAS: 54-14 to Tuakau College/OAS
Waiuku College U15's vs Tuakau College/OAS: 29-15 to Waiuku College

U14's Team:
St Ignatius of Loyola Catholic College U14's vs Tuakau College/OAS: 32-27 to St Ignatius
Waiuku College U14's vs Tuakau College/OAS: 27-22 to Tuakau College/OAS

Girls 12's Team:
Pukekohe High School Girls 12's vs Tuakau College/OAS: 42-20 to Pukekohe High School
Papakura High School Girls 12's vs Tuakau College/OAS: 30-10 to Papakura High School
James Cook High School Girls 12's vs Tuakau College/OAS: 20-0 to James Cook High School

R U G B Y

Winter sports have kicked off for another season! It's great to see our students enjoying their sports again after so
long and we wish all our winter sports teams the very best for their games! Make sure you're following Tuakau College on

Facebook or on Instagram (@tuakau.college.nz) for regular photos of sports games/events.

SPORTS UPDATE
F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K

F O O T B A L L

Junior Boys Team:
Papakura High School vs Tuakau College: 3-2 to Tuakau College
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Senior Boys:
Waiuku College Gold vs Tuakau College Senior Boys: 96-7 to Waiuku College Gold
Wesley College vs Tuakau College Senior Boys: 50-21 to Tuakau College Senior Boys

Junior Red:
PHS Red vs Tuakau College Junior Red: 77-17 to PHS Red
Waiuku College White vs Tuakau Junior Red: 48-13 to Tuakau Junior Red

Junior Boys:
Saints vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 33-31 to Tuakau College Junior Boys
Srathallan Junior Boys vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 61 - 14 to Tuakau College Junior Boys

Tuakau College Green:
AC Mixed 5's Pukeko vs Tuakau College Green: 9-0 to Tuakau College Green
Tuakau College White vs Tuakau College Green: 5-3 to Tuakau College Green
ACG Strathallan Mixed Fast 5 vs Tuakau College Green: 1-0 to ACG Strathallan
Waiuku College Maroon vs Tuakau College Green: 9-2 to Waiuku College Maroon

Tuakau College White:
AC Mixed 5's Kiwi vs Tuakau College White: 7-4 to Tuakau College White
Tuakau College Green vs Tuakau College White: 5-3 to Tuakau College Green
Onewhero Area School vs Tuakau College White: 6-0 to Onewhero Area School
AC Mixed 5's Pukeko vs Tuakau College White: 9-1 to Tuakau College White

M I X E D  5 ' S  H O C K E Y

B A S K E T B A L L

SPORTS UPDATE
F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K
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Tuakau College Premier:
Pukekohe High School Premier vs Tuakau College Premier: 51-14 to Pukekohe High School Premier
ACG Strathallan Prems vs Tuakau College Premier: 26-26 all
Papatoetoe High School Prems vs Tuakau College Premier: 30-27 to Papatoetoe High School Prems

Tuakau College Junior Red:
Pukekohe High School Year 10 A vs Tuakau College Junior Red: 59-4 to Pukekohe High School Year 10 A
ACG Strathallan 10A vs Tuakau College Junior Red: 29-10 to Tuakau College Junior Red

Tuakau College Junior Green:
Pukekohe High School Year 9 B vs Tuakau College Junior Green: 38-11 to Tuakau College Junior Green
St Ignatius of Loyola Catholic College Silver vs Tuakau College Junior Green: 22-9 to Tuakau College Junior Green

Tuakau College AIMS:
Randwick Park Development Squad vs Tuakau College AIMS: 20-16 to Tuakau College AIMS
ACG Strathallan AIMS vs Tuakau College AIMS: 34-20 to Tuakau College AIMS

Tuakau College Intermediate Red:
ACG Strathallan 7/8 C vs Tuakau College Intermediate Red: 13-9 to Tuakau College Intermediate Red
Kauri Flats School Toa Wahine B vs Tuakau College Intermediate Red: 23-5 to Kauri Flats School Toa Wahine B
Onewhero Area School AIMS vs Tuakau College Intermediate Red: 33-8 to Onewhero Area School AIMS

Tuakau College Intermediate Green:
St Ignatius Gold vs Tuakau College Intermediate Green: 20-6 to St Ignatius
ACG Strathallan 7/8D vs Tuakau College Intermediate Green: 19-7 to Tuakau College Intermediate Green

N E T B A L L

F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K
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